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(1)  Tho  r.ar  .uinister  ex^r  S3oa  hia  viov  a  on  current  ail  .ira 
to  an  iimericun  correapondent. 


Bapp,  Tokyo  br.mc>'  manaser  of  the  aaaoolated 

9 

i’reaa,  viaited  the  V/ar  iuiniator  at  his  official  rr-ai- 
lonce  on  mth  February  (1 '32)  and  put  forth  to  him  the 
follovlng  sevoral  questions  ooncorning  tho  current 
affairs,  to  which  the  hinistor  gave  his  anawora  throu-h 

•j* 

Colonel  PUTJJO,  chief  of  *>re3{>  doction. 

IS  Japdn  intending  to  station  in  hanchuria  the  oreaent 
strength  of  force  on  a  lermancept  scale? 

Japan  has  tho  right  of  stationing  her  troona  in  -anchurla 
in  accordance  with  the  existing  treaties  and  so  Jaoan  will, 
of  course,  station  its^  troooa  there  oermanently  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  tho  provisions  of  the  treaties,  but  tho  question 
us  to  how  long  the  present  strength  of  force  should  be 
."ttintainod  defends  entirely  on  the  nature  of  things,  and 
so  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  now.  However,  it  is  seen 
that  the  question  now  roquiroa  reconsideration  since  the 

m 

Situation  has  changed  completely  since  the  Manchurian 
Incident, 

idiat  is  the  present  strength  of  force  in  Kanchuria? 

Ton  thousand  four  hundred  troooa  has  stationed  there 

> 

since  before  the  Incident  and  eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
v/oro  rddud  r.ftor  tho  outbror.k  of  tho  Incident;  in  r.ll,  thoro 
wore  fs  nr.ny  r.s  tv;enty-two  thousmd  trcops  otrtloned  thoro, 
tut  r  pr rt  of  this  strength  is  now  being  ruturnod  to  Jr.pr.n,' 
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(1)  The  Vitir  .tiinister  exproasos  his  vievs  on  courrent  affairs  to 


an  ii-rfierlcan  correspondent. 


:  r.  j3apo,  Tokvo  brarc.h  .aanaGQr  of  the  .Ksnociitcd 
?re3s,  visited  the  War  '.inistjjrj- aj:  his  official  resi¬ 
dence  on  23th  February  (1952)  and  out  forth  to  him  the 
following  several  viuostions  concerning  the  current  affairs, 
to  which  the  -iinlstor  gave  his  answers  through  Colonel 
F'JJIOJO,  chief  of  .’ross  Section. 

Have  you  not  a  plan  of  roinoving  so.;i  divisions  from  Janan  to 
i?oroa  to  relieve  the  Muro  Division  now  operating  in  Un- 
churia? 

kt  the  present  times,  i'ro  not  considering  the  matter. 

Is  Japan  going  to  permanently  occupy  i*arbln,  Chin-Chov ,  I.irin, 
Ting-tiah-tung,  Tsitsihar,  Ta-ku-shang,  Tung-liao  and  other 

places  which  are  not  in  the  *‘ancharian  Railway  /.one? 

Stationing  of  trooos  in  the  pia-'es  outside  the  *i*anchurian 

Rf.llway  Zone  is  a  temporary  e^podionco  to  rope  with  t'^e 
current  situation,  and  its  duration  depends  on  the  orogross 
of  pacification  throujh'out  ^'anchuria  and  Mongolia.  So 
fii'T**  these  districts  are  s  ^^11  ridden  v/ith  the  rerinants  of 
delG'.ted  troops, and  groups  of  bandits  aro  overrunning  the 
place,  disturbing  law  and  order  and  ispecialiy  ,  destroying 
tho  economic  life  of  the  public  there.  In  soite  of  t'eso 
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aggravated  conditions,  the*  Japanese  force  has  not  taken 
stops  other  than  to  oxcrcise  the  right  of  self-defense  and 
to  suppress  the  bandits.  J-  guarantee  that  unless  the  lives 
and  properties  of  Japanese  troops  and  Japanese  nationals  wore 
throatonod,  our  military  action  would  not  exceed  the  soopo 
in  which  wo  have  boon  acting.  ^'*o\v  sinco  the  troops  of  Ting- 
^iao  and  Li-Tu  which  ha-vo  boon  plotting  insubordinate  activi¬ 
ties  in  North  Hanchuria  under  instigation  of  ^hang-tsuo-shao, 
wore  driven  out  from  Harbin  by  our  TAKON  Division,  the  poli¬ 
tical  situation  in  North  Manchuria  finally  began  to  show 
si^ns  of  pacification.  If  the  armod  organizations  to  resist 
and  ohallongo  trio  *^apanoso  force  voro  to  disappear,  I  do  not 
think  North  Manchuria  would  suffer  from  the  havocs  of  war 
any  more. 

Will  tho  troops  under  command  of  Lt.  Oon.  TAMON  be  stationed 
at  ri.prbln,  or  will  they  march,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
toward  either  the  west  or  tho  oast  along  tho  Chinese 
Eastern  Rail\Yays,  or  toward  tho  north-west,  haadlnt,  tho  lower 
course  of  tho  Sungair  ^Iver? 

That  tho  anti-Kirin  troops  massacred  our  air  force  officers, 
murdered,  injured,  and  raped  our  flllow  country  men  both 
of  tho  homeland  ond  Korea,  destroyed  and  looted  their  houses 
and  the  TAIHOKU  Newspaper  office,  and  again  made  surprise 
attackos  on  our  troops  at  sovoral  places  along  tho  southern 
part  of  tho  Eastern  *Jhina  Railv/ay  specially  at  dhwangohongpu^ 
must  bo  reproached  to  tho  ond,  however,  the  action  will  depend 
on  tho  tactical  movement  of  tho  troops,  coping  with  tho 
situation. 
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Your  iixcellency  do  70U  bo^s^yj^that  the  occupation  of  ^^ipbln 
and  use  and  control  of  branch  lines  of  tho  JHastern  China 
Railways  will  not  lead  to..  oi:'.sb  with  tho  Soviet  Union? 

.'k.  It  solely  depends  upon  tho  cioviet  Union’s  attitude;  we  have 

no  intention  of  causing  any  trouble  with  that  country.  Rather 
I  r4.poreciato  the  fair  attitude,  of  both  the  Soviet  Union  and 
the  authorities  of  tho  Jastorn  Uhlna  •Railways,  who  h.'.ve  fblly 
xinderstood  the  rightoouanoas'  of  our  actions  In  North  i«»an- 
churia. 

Fundaaiontally,  the  ooviot  Union's  com-iiunistic  orlncloloa  nnd 
•  our  national  policy  am  an  'irroconcilnblo  as  oil  and  water, 
but  us  long  as  they  roaoect  our  actions  in  "anchuria  and  do 
not  inter ^ro,  v/o  shall  no’.cr  attempt  to  infringo  upon  their 
border.  I  would  like  to  mentiou  also  that  the  use  ol  the 
Chinese  Eastern  iiailwnys  by  us  had  clearly  been  approved  of 
■  by  tho  i>ovlet  Union  and  there  lias  not  be.on  a  case  in  which 
we  took  control  of  this  railway  as  v;as  alluded  in  your 
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Ja.JAn  has  never  harboured  such  desires# 

‘•hat  is  the  relation  between  the  Japanese  force  in  *^anchuria 
and  the  Now  Government  which  is  about  to  be  established 
there? 

It  looks  to  rae  that  the  orinciple  of  the  new  government  is 
to  safely  secure  the  borders,  govern  the  thirty  million 
people  well,  resooct  the  International  faith  and  fidelity  an 
give  to  every  country  of  the  world  alike  the  benefits  of 
-xn  open-door  policy  and  eciual  .opportunity* 

"mat  is  the  intention  of  the  Japanese  force  in  Shangluxi? 
•fho  object  of  Japan's  sending  troops  to  Shanghai  is,  as  it 
was  officially  declared  by  the  government,  to  insure  the 
safety  of  the  mraorous  Japanese  subjects  and. the  billions 
of  wealty^that  district,  discharging  at  the  same  time  the 
duty  \hich  Japan  owes  to  the  world  with  regards  to  the 
protoction  pf  the. international  settlement;  and  so,  the 
present  trouble,  as  far  as  I  can  see  it,  will  easily  solved 
if  China  either  stops  its  hostile  activities  or  does  not 
disturb,  our  .execution  of  military  to  achive  our  aims. 


Does  the  Japanese  force  intend  to  occupy  Shanghai  for  a 
long  period  of  time? 

We  have  no  such  intentions,  quickly,  but  as  our  position  is 
of  :v  passive  nature,  the  withdrawal  may  be  rather  lengthened, 
depending  upon  China's  attitude.  I  hope  that  the  foreign 
Powers  will  correctly  rocognise  this  'case  and  will  cooperate 
with  us  toward  a',  speedy  recovery  of  this  international  city 
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ui-'.clc  oo  normalcy. 

(i*  How  far  away  beyond  Shans^al  will  your  operations 

Intend  to  cove’r?  Will  It  cover  as  far  as  Soochow  or 

NanlcliiG? 

A.  I  have  already  stated  that  the  object  of  dispatching 
troops  to  Shanghai  was  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible 
the  disastrous  expansion  of  the  situation,  to  exterminate 

quloh<iyl6kIy  and  peacefully  the  uneasiness  of  Japanese 

nationals  over  their  lives  njid  properties,  and  to  permit 
the  foreigners  living  In  Shajighal  to  enjoy  the  same 
pleasures  and  happiness  as  the  Japajiese.  No  one  desires 
the  expansion  of  the  trouble.  If  there  should  be  anyone  wh 
•v/ho  deslixis  It,  *lt  would  be  the  certain  Chinese  military 
clique  and.  the  Chinese  Communist  Party,  who,  by  com¬ 
plicating  trouble  between  Japan  and  China,  plot  to  Involve 
Britain  and  American  Into  the  whirl  of  confusion. 

Such  being  the  case.  It  would  be  clear  to  you  that  Japan 
has  no  Intention  of  carrying  out  It  operation  to  any 
distant  pl*,ce  from  Shanghai,  However,  I  with  you  to 
understand  this  that.  If  any  unfortunate  Incident  should 
arise  vfhlch  appeared  a,  meance  to  our  troops,  then  that 
action  would  become  a  basis  for  our  troops  to  operate. 

In  any  case.  It  Is  quite  proper  that  Chinese  troops  be 
demanded  to  withdrawing  from  Shanghai,  International  city, 
30  as  not  to  threaten  the  safety  of  the  city,  and  the 
problem  lies  in  whether  the 
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do'<nand  will  be  settled  by  dlplora'itlc  negotiations,  wlthr-it 
any  bloodshed,  or  whether  it  necessitates  the  exocut ion  of 
force.  Vie,  of  course,  prefer  the  former,  but  I  regret  to 
say  it  is  quite  dubious  that  the  Nineteenth  ^oute  iirmy  would 
withdraw  peacefully. 

^-ire  is  a  rumor  prevailing  in  Japan  proper  that  "^apan 
will  carry  out  a  general  mobilisation,  but  16  there  really 
suob  plan. 

..bsolutely  not.  I  wish  you  don't  believe  in  false  znimors. 

I  feel  that  if  an  influential  estaoiis^^'^  like  your  firm 
believed  in  such  a  rumor  and  made  report  of  it  without  first 

9 

investigating  its  truth,  it  will  cause  considerable  harm 
to  your  public. 

What  are  the  plans  of  the  Army  concerning  the  douth  and  West 
of  Manchuria,  that  is,  Peiping,  Tientsin  and  Jehol  districts? 

Nothing  is  being  planned. 

Does  the  War  Minister  consider  it  necessary  to  expand  the 
military  actions  over  the  a  ove-mentioned  area  in  order 

to  secure  law  and  order  in  '^anchuria? 

The  present  situation  as  it  is,  .  does  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  do  so. 

For  the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  the 
Shanghai  vicinity,  to  what  extent  will  the  Japanese  Kxpendi- 
tionary  Force  take  Joint  operations  with  the  armies  of  foreign 
powers  in  Shanghai? 


Def.  ^oc.  Po.  ^ 

,  this  >iuo.tlon  Hus  buon  Isf-t  uxslusivoly 

u«.,.  ‘i’ho  Practical  aide  ol  thl  'i  „  vayspq 

.  L  ^Yis  Oo’  jnander  of  tbe  Expeditionary 
to  the  discretion  of  tne  vu. 

>'>  V  ‘  '  ^  *  uandsd  of  tho  pomsander 

thor.,.  our  foroos  have  ospooiaiJ-y 

,  ^  tbat»e\i»>topio-to'po-.oUndpsospesUyinbHan.^^^^ 

"  ^  '  .pe'  s^a'plt  Of  oo’oposabfoa  sod  ».tuai-aasi.t.unoo  «itb  tbe 

,  PoPof^  povoss  oo-onod.  and  a,.sd  ondouvous  bo  ooabsfbubo 
peaoo 'a^  »flf'‘PO  In  tho  Far  bust,  ^  , 
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(2)  Talks  with  ur.  Roosovelt,  Govornor-Ocnoral 
of  tho  Phlllpplno  Islands. 


(21st  February  1932) 

Mr.  Roosovolt,  Oovornor-Oonoral  of  tho  Philippine  Islc.nds 
who  stopped  over  in  ‘fokyo  fer  two  days  on  the  way  to  his  now 
post,  visited  War  “‘inlster  Araki  at  his  official,  residonoo  at  40 
minutes  past  ton  a.m.  on  20th  Pobruary  1932  and  after  a  oonfor- 
onoe  of  about  40  mlnutos,  loft  thoro.  “mong  tho  subjects  of  tho 
conforcnco,  those  which  v/oro  related  to  tho  current  affairs  wore 
as  follow. 

•  . 

(Mr.  Roosevelt  v/as  accompanied  with  Hr.  P’orbes,  .tmorlcan 
Ambassador  to  Japan,  Lt.  '^ol.  hacRoy,  .Military  Attache  and  one 
othor) • 

Qovornor-Qon  ^ral.  i^ro  you  intending  to  reinforce  tho  troops  in 
Shanghai,  and  would  tho  Japanoso  troops  march  out  beyond  tho 
lino  of  20  kllonotreE? 

0 

Miniter  Our  intention  is  to  minlmlzo  tho  theatre  of  oooration 

A"” 

in  Slianghai,  settle  tho  matter  in  tHo  quickest  manner  and 

to  restore  tho  stato  of  ooaoe  to  ‘Shanghai, 
e 

Wljthor  wo  will  march  bOjOnd  tho  lino  of  20  pilomotors 
or  not  solely  doponds  on  China's  attitude  and  also  on  tho 
situations  in  tho  future.  If  they  challongo  as  from  boyond 
tho  lino,  I  am  afraid  w'o  will  have  to  cross  this  lino  to 
moot  it. 


'j,  ‘  ■ . 
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A  a  nT»tmrrllv  a  Cunton  army  and  1. 

I'hc  Chinoso  19th  Army  is  prlnu.riiy 

/»rta  It  la  reported  to  l\nvo  boon 
Includes  in  It  some  rod  troops. 

sunportod  by  Oblong  Kol^bKbk  end  Its  prosont  stron^tb  o 

V’G  ivould  rolnforco  our 

over  nlnoty  tbousond,  end  so  rbetbor  ^.o  ^ 

„t  is  to  bo  docldod  in  oooordonco  nltb  obo  movmont 
troops  or  not  is  to  do 

,p  tbls  umy,  but  .O  arc  hoping  lor  on  a»loobXo  sottlcont  o^ 
.bo  setter  .Itb  tbo  prosont  strongtb  upon  nogotlotlons  on  tbo 
spot.  ,.S  for  tbo  SISO  Of  tbo  troops  to  bo  dlspotobod. 

.S  tbo  ,uostlon  to  bo  dooldod  by  tbo  Oonorol  Staff  boadpuartor 

and  tboy  aro  no«  studying  tbo  matter. 

...b,ssador  ^or^s  If  tbo  19tb  army  InoXudod  red  troopo,  «by 

don.t  you  get  Oblnoso  white  troops  to  ottaob  . 

,.nlstor  Oblnose  troops  aro  gulto  inconstant.  o 

- ;;oops  could  oasixy  bo  tbo  tomorrows  white  troops  und 

they  aro  not  dopondabXe.  what  you  aiggost  Is  desirable 

US  but  not  practicable. 

aacordlW  to  informations  - 

tbo  Soviet  Union  has  rooontly  rolnforood  tholr  garr 

border-  Tn«l^  and  air  force  In  particular  wore 
Russo-Chinoso  border,  T. . 

Did  70U  know  apything  abcut 
said  to  hr.vo  boon  strongthonod.  bid  you 

Mlnlsr’  X  was  Informed  that  they  strengthened  tbo  garrison  In 
“ivostob,  but  was  also  Infomsod  that  tboy  did  not  appear 
intending  to  »bo  troub  'o  with  tbo  Xap-bese  force. 

Further  information  from  other  source  reported  me 


■to; 


■«,W. 


bV. 


,vv.-  .  r' 


that  Chiang  J^l-i>hok  is  planning  to  ontablish  a  now  lino  of 
/ 

conuFinlcatlon  within  throo  niontha  in  ordor  to  transport  from 
SirKlang  to  China  throo  million  rounds  of  riflo  ammunitions 
and  other  arms  and  amraunltions  which  ho  had  nskod  tho.  '^oviot 
for  supply.  •  / 
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(3)  Gist  of  discussion  in  the  conference 
between  the  party  of  the  League  of 
Nations  Inquiry  Committee  and  War 
Minister  Arakl. _ 

V 

The  party  of  the  League  of  Katloxis  Inquiry  Committee 
visited  War  Minister  Arakl  at  his  official  residence  at  ten 
o'clock  on  ?th  March  1932  and  had  a  conference  with  him  until 
noon.  The  following  is  the  gist  of  discussions  recorded  out  of 
the  writer's  memory  after  the  conference  was  closed,  and  is  not 

V 

the  one  duljr  censored  by  the  speakers  of  the  conference. 


I 


o 


I 


Colonel  Furuio,  Chief  of  Press  Section, 
War  Ministry. 

Lord  Lytton  Today  I  should  like  to  ask  you  about  relations 
between  Manchuria  and  Japan,  as  viewed  specially  from 
operational  stand  point. 

Minister  In  order  to  answer  the  question,  I  must  explain 
you  first  the  real  state  of  affairs  in  Manchuria,  and  then 
■  the  principle  and  policy  of  Japan  at  the  time  of  her  founda¬ 
tion  as  well  as  the  mission  and  duty  charged  on  Japan  in  the 
East.  I  shall  try  to  be  as  brief  as  possible.  In  order 
to  explain  you  the  mission  tasked  on  Japanese  people,  I 
want  you  to  have  a  clear  conception  of  the  national  polity 
of  Japan. 


The  essential  point  of  Japan's  national  polity  is  self- 

explanatory  in  the  fact  that  the  policy  of  the  Imperial 

House  has  always  been  fully  supported  by  the  people,  and 

this  principle  is  very  well  expressed  in  the  spirits  repr»- 

sented’by  the  Three  Sacred  Treasures  of  the  Imperial 

Household.  Among  the  Three  Sacred  Teasures, 

The  Mirror  expresses  Fairness  and  Justice, 

The  Beak  expresses  Phllanthropism  and  Lpv'.  of  Human  Beings.' 

The  Sword  expresses  Realization  or  Practice. 

These  are  concurrently  the  spirits  of  the  Imperial  House 

*  •  •  ^ 

and  the, people  have  put  them  into  practice  to  lay  f ounda  • 
tlori  for  the  existence  of  Japan.  Japan  has  had  three  hiuidied 
years  of  peace,  due  to  close  door  policy  of  Tokugawa 
Government.  During  theee  long  period  of  time,  Japanese 
people  had  quite  accustomed  themselves  to  peace,  and  it 
was  only  When  the  door  \fas  opened  in  the  beginning  of 
Meljj  Era  that  they  started  communication  with  the  outside 
world. 


Japan  in  those  days  had  a  land  of  only  140,000  square 

miles  (present  area  is  360,000  sq.  miles)  and  of  this  small 

area,  only  15  ^  was  cultivable,  the  rest  being  hilly  or 

uncultlvable  land  and  so  the  general  conditlqn  should  be 

said  much  worse  than  that  of  Finland  or  Italy. 

*1  * 

Since  the  Meiji  Era,  its  population  made  a  tremendous 
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increase  on  the  small  area)  and  Japan  could  barely  made  the 


a 


present  progress  thanks  to  the  ivestments  of  European  and 

f 

American  countries.  During  these  time;  China  several  times 
abetted  Japan,  with  the  result  that  Tsushima  and  Hokkaido 
were  endangered  and  Korea  was  threatened. 

In  fact,  Korea  was  placed  under’ Chinese  control  at  the 

I  ,  • 

occasion  of  1884  incident  and  at  several  other  occasions. 

Then  Slno- Japan  war  broke  out/  Against  Chinese  battle¬ 
ships  of  7,000  ton  class,  such  as  Tlngyuan  and  Chlngyuan, 
Japan  fought  with  3,000  ton  class  battleships  and  as  the 

I 

result  of  this  war,  China  concessed  Formosa  to  Japan. 

•Then  there  arose  the  question  with  Russia,  that  was  Three 
Power  Interference.  Incidentally,  this  was  the  incident 
which  infuriated  me  and  made  me  determine  to  become  a  soldier 
As  the  result  of  this  Three  Power  Interference,  the  Liaotung 
Peninsular  was  retroceded  to  China,  and  this  incident 
created  a  very  bitter  impression  of  Manchurian  problems 
among  the  Japanese  people.  Thus  Russia  gained  hegemony 
over  Manchuria  and  opened  up  a  cause  for  the  Russian 
problems  of  to-day.  When  Manchuria  was  abandoned  by  China 
and  was  dominated  by  Russia  for  ten  years,  y/hat  impressed 
the  youth  of  Japan  more  than  anything  else  was  the  Manchurian 
problem,  and  it  was  felt  that  unless  the  threatening  over 
Manchuria  was  eliminated,  the  peace  of  the  East  should 
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never  be  established.  Thus  the  Russo-Japanese  War  broke 
out  and  was  fought  in  1904-1905. 

Besides  this  vitally  Important  problem,  consideration 
must  also  be  given  to  the  questions  concerning  livelihood. 
The  world  closed  its  doors  against  Japan.  California  did 
it  and  so  did  Australia.  It  necessitated  Japan  to  depend 
on  Manchuria  for  its  existence  in  this  world,  and  so  the 
Japanese  people 'placed  much  importance  in  the  Manchurian 
problems. 

•  s 

Lytton  As  the  measures  to  counter  with  the  increased  popula¬ 
tion  of  Japan,  does  Japan  need  Manchuria  for  the  supply  of 
raw  materials,  and  does  Japan  Intend  to  rely  solely  on  the 
.  rights  which  Japan  had  acquired  In  Manchuria  In  the  past? 

Minister  -  Japan. Is  contented  if  only  she  could  administer 

her  rightful  actions  there,:  because  all  that  Japan  requires 
Is  to  pursue  along  the  natural  path  of  Human  kind;  ^In 
another  words,  Japan  Is  contented  to  live  within  the  sphere 
that  the  world  is  willing  to  admit  for  Japan,  and  In  order 
to  do  so,  Japan  must  begin  by  realizing  peace  and  by  practic¬ 
ing  phllanthroplsra  under- the  spirits  of  fairness  and  Justice. 
To  be  ipore  precise,  we  aim  at  creating  peaceful  Manchuria 
where  our  dally  life  Is  rationalized  to  Its  highest  extent. 

We  require  Manchuria  In  such  a  condition  where  Japanese 
people  can  discharge  their  duty  toward  the  East  and  can 
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live  without  being  subject  to  capitalistic  exploitation, 
and  where  all  the  people,  whatever  nationality  they  raay  be, 
Japanese,  Koreans,  Chinese,  Europeans  or  Americans,  can  live 
peacefully  under  rationalized  dally  method.  And  so  what 
we  require  Is  to  bring  peace  for  the  world  wide  human  beings, 
and  If  Russia  disturbs  It,  we  must  do  something  to  stop  it. 

»(anchurla,  for  the  past  twenty  years  after  the  Chinese 
Revolution,  has  been  In  constant  chaos.  Every  effort  on  thq 
part  of  Japan  for  maintaining  peace  In  that  country  was 

,  I 

^  always  disappointed  and  disturbed  by  China.  It  was  more 
aggravated  after  the  retrocession  of  Tslngtao.  Movements 
for  anti-Japanese  and  for  contemptlng  or  Insulting  Japanese 
were  seen  everywhere  In  Manchuria,  on  top  of  It,  the  recent 
Major  Nakamura  Incident  and  the  v;an-pao-shan  Incident  and’ 
several  other  Incidents  of  the  similar  nature  led  the  condi¬ 
tion  from  bad  to  worse.  These  Anti- Japanese  and  other  move- 
^  ments  which  were  carried  out  for  many  years  In  the  past 
have  Infuriated  the  Japanese  people  and  ^contributed  toward 
consolidating  their  v/lll. 

As  Japan's  object  Is  to  maintain  peace  In  Manchuria 
by  way  of  preventing  any  peace-disturbing  Interference, 
all  that  Japan  requires  from  tactical  view  point  Is  the 
freedom  of  actions  sufficient  to  secure  peace  In  that  country 
Hero  I  should  like  to  reiterate  my  former  assertion  that  Is 
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there  any  other  country,  beside  Japan,  r.’hlch  should  be  ab.. 
to  maintain  peace  in  the  East? 

Lytton  Do  you  require  Manchurian  government,  in  favour  of 
Japan,  as  a  kind  of  shock  absorbing  zone  between"  China  and 
Japan?  Or  does  Japan  need  to  take  an  offensive  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  various  treaties  that  Japan  has  signed 

by  this  time? 

Minister  Under  the  present  circumstances  in  the  East,  all 
that  Japan  requires  is  maintenance  of  peace  in  Manchuria, 
and  whether  peace  be  maintained  or  not  largely  depends  on 
the  extent  of  confidence  ’•hich  foreign  powers  will  piece 
on  the  new  government.  In  another  words,  \.’e  require  iA 
Manchuria  a  new  nation  which  is  powerful  enough  to  maintain 
peace  in  Manchuria  and  incidentally  peace  in  the  East. 

If  foundation  of  neW  nation  which  is  po-arful  enough  to  • 
maintain  peace  in  Manchuria  fails  to  realize,  Japan  will 
have  to  apply  some  means  to  secure  peace  there. 

r.«n.ral  llcCov  (n.S.A,),  As  far  as  China  is  concerned,  Japan 
may  be  satisfisd  svith  the  new  nation  in  Manchuria  which  is 
powerful  enoueh  to  maintain  peace  within  :innchurla,  but  what 
Jepan  would  do  if  Russia  Invaded  there? 

Minister  There  are  two  kinds  of  national  defence.  One  is 
from  relative  necessity  and  the  other  is  from  absolute 
necessity.  The  question  lies  in  whether  Russia  can  be 
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(4)  War. Minister  reveals  to  a  French  Correspondent 
his  true.motlve  for  remaining  in  the  office 


the  War  Minister 


What  do  you  think  is  the  public  opinion  on  your  decision 

I  • 

for  remaining  in  the  post? 

I  have  no  time  for  public  'criticism.  My  principle  is  that 
as  long  as  God  really  knows  me,  I  don't  want  the  people 

to  know  me.  ^ 

If  your  Excellency  have  any  message  to  be  conveyed  to  the 

French  people ,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  it  . 

France  is  the  first  nation  whose  people  really  assumed  the 
most  sincere  attitude  in  trying  to  understand  the  feeling 
nf  .TftnftnAse  neonle  of  late  and  we  are  very  grateful  for 
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International  peace  in  connection  with  the  Japan's  position 
in  the  world  end,  will  plunge  a  step  forward  toward  promo¬ 
tion  of  peace  urder  cooperation  with  our  country. 

I  lave  been  paying  my  profound  respect  toward  patriotism 
of  French  people  v.’ho  have  never  lost  their  passionate 
devotion  to  their  mother  land  throughout  difficulties,, 
however  unbearable  they  may  have  been.  The  admirable 
attitude  of  the  French  people  in  which  the  whole  nation 

\ 

united  af '.f  r  the  France-Frusslan  '^lar  and  their  unbending 

I 

morale  and  patriotism  displayed  In  the  face  of  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  throughout  the  last  groat  war  have  deeply  impressed 
the  hearts  of  Japanese  people,  v;ho  found  in  them  something 
corresponding  to  their  own  feeling.  Please  convey  to  the 
people  of  France,  our  friendly  nation,  my  sincere  respect 
as  well  as  my  hearty  pray  for  the  continuance  of  this 
spirits  forever. 
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(50  The  Bubstenco  of  nhet  War  Uinister  Areki 
talkad  to  Lord  lytton  and  his  pcrty  at  the 
conference* 

•  .  *  i 

(7th  July  1932) 

•*  In  order  to  explain  you  Japan's  attitude  end  policy  os  viwod  from 
International  stand  point,  I  should  like  to  ask  you  to  understand 
first  the  present  system  of  culture  in  Japan,  people's  natural 
aspiration  arising  from  thia^ystem  end  the  actual  state  of  affairs 
*'  of 'the  friendly  nations  which  have  direct  relation  with  Japan, 
‘especially  of  those  which  surround  this  country*  I  have  already 
c  •• -tnBplainod'you  in  our  lost  meeting  several  problems  concerning  Japod, 
and  so  today  I  trish  to  give  my  appreciation  and  deduction  of  the 
future  situation  of  the  East,  add  \7ith  it  I  hope  to  explain  the 
inevitable  npproprietonoss  of  the  present  Japan's  policy  tovwd  the 
Eost,  ospecially  toward  Itenchurie  and  ItoiS^lio,  which  was  based  on 
Japan's  heart  felt  desire  for  oatablishnont  of  peace  in  the  East* 

It  is  as  follow, 

(1)  yufURE  OF  CHUIA  The  basic  factor  which  u  nderlies  all  the  considerations 
for  the  Eastern  problems  is  the  existence  of  the  Hon  race  cciiinunity,. which 
is  consist  of  a  huge  population  of  four  hundred  million  end  which  locates 
on  a  vast  eroo  resisting  from  four  thousand  years  of  historical  development. 
It  i^  for  this  reason  that  Japan  had  proposed  end  asked  for  the  study  of 
Chino  at  the  beginning  of  your  present  invostigetion* 
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This  race  bed  its  orm  chnrecteristic  civilization,  developed  on  its 
close-door  policy,  until  182|0.  Then  it  hed  to  fc.ce  the  modem  Europeen 
civilization  os  the  result  of  the  Opium  War,  This  change,  combined  wi 
choroctoriatic  nature  of  Chinese  conmukity  of  being  easily  subject  to  dis¬ 
order.  sow  the  seeds  for  future  confusion  end  this  stote  has  been  brought 

over  until  todoy, 

.  ,  mien  1  ooMiaer  future  of  Ohlnooo  rcoo  ea  one  of  the  orientol  poople 

aho  are  noa  in  the  prooaa.  of  many  yaara  of  hlatorloal  daralopnant.  I 
rograf  to  ha,a  to  aay  that  oa  long  na  the  'aanior  natloaa  of  the  olvlllaad 
aorU  oontlnuo  thalr  proaani  attitude  of  tains  too  morcanary  in  Ohlnaao 
affair,  and  oontlneoa  to  aork  in  aueh  a  aay  aa  to  forea  the  gratitude  of 
Chino.,  people.  China  .ill  h.  bound  to  maintain  the  praaant  ohaotlo  atata 
almoat  for  over  and.  I  am  vary  much  afraid  it  alll  give  ample  opportunltla. 
in  tho  naarcat  future  for  the  dreadful  eonnunl.tle  bondito  in’ Chino  to 

disturb  low  end  order  in  oil  parts  of  Chino, 

tha  oiromaatanea.  ahnt  undarllaa  lopon-a  oonareta  polloy  toaard 
Chino  ia  her  firm  dat.nnlnotlon  to  do  all  aha  oan  to  prevent  tha  ooaurranea 
of  auoh  regrottable  atata  and  in  oaoe  it  ahould  oocur,  to  reatora  peace 
in  tho  test,  appointing  horaalf  no  the  control  poaor  of,  tho  aorldaido  humon 
oo-oparotion.  If  you  .ill  eonaidar  tha  polltiaol  and  aooial  aondltiona 
of  China  alnao.ljia  revolution,  and  aapaalally  the'  atata  in  ahioh  tho 
Third  lntam.tion.1.'  aa.l.tod  tha  revolution,  and  if  you  .ill  oompara  it 
to  tha  poUtloal  aondltiona  of  China  in  olden  time.,  you  rill  be  bound  to  • 
coma  to  the  aonolualon,  that  China  la  noa  natuolly  on  tho  alant  to  thia 
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regrettable  etrte.  In  vler  of  fo.«r  bunered  .,lUion  people,  vret  eree  end 
econ^e  north  contoi,«d  In  thie  country.  It  la  e  cr,.et  and  -ca^on  problo:..  o 
the  norld  to  etudy.  nith  every  ovellrble  norld.e  hnonledge  together,  hen 
to  give  China  an  approprleto  guld^.u>a.  end  thle  la  the  moot  la>portent 
Better  nith  nhleh  Jrpen  hae  been  eoneorned  at  all  tiinee. 

(3)  innen'a  fu-*""-"*"'  policy  to-i.'rrd  Chine 

The  orietence  of  the  above  tno  important  facte  ploya  the 
lu  deterBlnlng  yapan.a  fundamental  policy  tonard  the  Baat.  The  on^  poaaibla 

.ana  that  no  cah  taha  at  thia  important  time  ia  to  deal  nith  the  eat. 
.Oblema  in  cooperation  nith  the  -arty  nhieh  really  niahea  for  an  eata b  lah 
Bent  Of  partial  loaae  in  aovoral  localitioa  in  China  in  aueeeaaion  unti  ^ 
it  eovora  <7hole  of  the  area.  Cavrt.ion  muat  ’«  taken  nhllo  doing  aa  obove  ao 
that  ti^ly  and  appropriate  mean,  can  ianmdiately  be  adopted  in  cnee  the 
life  and  nroperty  of  foreign  natlonala  living  in  the  area  aheuld  be  in  any 
nay  menaced.  The  moat  eaeential  point  ia  to  keep  onay  free,  celamitiea.  and 
eo  if  it  .ere  neceaeary  for  thia  purpoae.  ne  nill  have  to  put  in  force 

our  right  of  eelMcfeneo.  Thie  ia  really  of  vital  importance  to  yopen. 

>  Id  •<  +  4a  noro  SO  in  ^^^^chu^io 

eo  important  that  ne  coll  it  our  life  line,  end  it  ia 

.«  +hA  meat  You  have  made  the  inapocting  tour 
then  in  any  other  place  in  the  Beat.  You  n 

throughout  mnehT^a  non.  end  eo  1  treat  you  mould  have  bean  convinced 
Vital  importance  of  )-onchuria  in  relation  to  eniatence  of  yepen.  I 

mleh  you  to  further  under.tand  that  ..nchuria  in  an  abaolute  nece.eity 

jopsn  either  fron  gcov^^rephiocl  or  frot,  nrtionrl  defence  point  of  vier. 
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>re  its  existence  I  on  the 
the  former  to  become  a  com 
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31.33.  ,.«  3«„„4.,  3.  ,30™  43.0.33.43334  nO.34  ,313.  O,  ,43., 
43,3„  3333443.3  .33.  .33  30334  4cV340,™3.  O,  , .033333330  4 
03.33.  3.033  03  .3403  ,333.  43  .3.  K,3.  333  3.  33.o344.334  334 
13  03«,43g  03.  .33  P.3303.  „3.4c3rl  ^,omr,t  ,rit3  .3,  „3„1, 
to  p.0,33.  33,p,„l3^3  3, 

continent. 


Ifotlonel  defence  of  TrmehDknr. 
end  indivisible  interest  Tdth  the 


.11  the  problens  in  Monchoukuo  have  direct 
to  of  jopeneae  Bnpire  by  the  follovTing 
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1.  Kfenohoukuo  constitutes  the  first  frcrt  line  for  the  defence  of 


Japanese  Snpire* 

2 ' "Ifenchoukuo-  constitutes  Q  1  lioo  of  our  notional  oconooy.  • 

3  In  view  of  historiocl  eni  present  relotions  between  Mr.nchoukuo  an 
country,  Jfcnchoukuo  is  en  object  of  special  interest  of  Japanese 


people 


Minchoukuo  noiatoins  very  important  organic  relations  witn.jnpui. 
mentioned  points  end  therefore  it  is  important  for  Jop-nKbut  in  addition 
to  this,  it  'cOftttifutds  en  advance  guard  line  against  the  "third  intemational 
which  ise  coD^Mn’enomy  to  all  the  cl viUzed  nations  of  the  world.  Mointenonc 
of  low  ohd  order  in  Ktonchoukuo  and  its  due  development  to  such  on  extent  as 
an  ostoblishraent  of  ideal  lend  for  co-oxistence  end  co-prosperity  for  both 
Ohindse  and  Japanese  people,  ore  two  conditions  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
sound  existence  of  Japonese  Dnpire  and  I  may  further  soy  thot  fate  of 
Monchoukuo  has  direct  concern  over  that  of  Jopen,  This  is  the  reason  why 
Japan  is  paying  more  attention  than  cny  otter  country  in  the  world  to  the 

problem  of  defence  of  Manohoukuo. 

Due  to  unsystoroatic  method  of  construction 

» 

during  the  time  of  old  militery  clique  domlnotion,  each  trunk  line  of  railway 
in  itonohurio  has  its  own  operation  system  which  is  indifferent  to  thet  of 
otherf,'  while  ccranunlcation  system  hoa  made  local  end  independent  develop¬ 
ment  in  ooch  city  end  tov,-n.  with  the  result  that  the- whole  communication 
avatffin  in  iJonchoukuo  lacks  the  vital  .necessity  of  controlled 


lonmunicotlons  in 


tlon  lu  Itenohurlc  i.  »» 

tor  traffic  and  acnnunlo.tlona  play  ca  Inportaat 
„t  altuatlonai  for  tho  n«latenaace  of  laa  and 

tha  aaonaalo  daralopaaat  of  natural  ra.ouroaa  at 
„  tna  otnor..  pra.pt  manad»ant  of  tba.a  inatallatlono 

urgently  roq.ulx*od» 

,  y/jat^fthoukuo  Gnvftn^nt 

u-lan  Inaldont,  those  govarnmant  offlolala  aho  uaad 
.h-Kstorn.  ragln*  have  alBOat'all  ahacondad  and 
nvltlng  the  traataorthy  poopla  a«.ng  the  Hanohurlan. 
llM,  hy  thalr  eooporatlon,  the  long  doalrad  pa  a 
nhahltanta  and  to  a.tahll.h  an  Ideal  land  in  Manahurla 
,  atata  aa  ahore  In  Manahurla  la  nothing  hut  tho  moult 
- _ a  a _ and  it  doea  not  in  • 
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ti'oopo  to  af«intain  poaoe  and  order,  to  protoot  lives  end 
proportios  of  tho  Jopanoso  nationals  as  nell  as  their  existing  rights, 
citd  tho  subjugation  oaapaign  against  bandits  arises  fro**  the  necessity 
of  disoluirgiag  this  duty.  Vfo  have  twice  made  this  point  clear,  .once  one 
•  on  10th  December  at  tho  occasion  of  adoption  of  decision  of  league  of 
Nations  Diroctors  tvooting,  when  wo  deolarod  to  reserve  our  right  of  execut¬ 
ing  tho  abovo  campaign,  and  t«j  further  clarified  this  matter  in  our  Third 

t« 

K)ClarQtion  on  27th  Docambor. 

Theoretically,  tho  timo  for  withdrawal  of  the  troops  into  the 
Manchurian  jSail'ray  Zone  may  bo  \/hen  the  bandits  in  Manchuria  are  annihilated 
or  completely  subjugated  and  when  there  should  be  no  fear  of  disturbance 
of  potice  and  order  either  froa  iuternally  or  externally,  aid  accordingly 
it  would  bo  tho  ti.^  wlion  there  should  be  no  necessity  of  our  militarty 
notion}  but  since  :;/anoh‘»oukuo  .^a  been  founded,  wo  like  to  work  out 
..iVropriato  nxjans  to  cope  with  tho  actual  Improved  situation,  taking 
into  oonsidoratioa  tho  new  state  of  affairs  and  also  tho  desire  of  newly 
foivk-u  government. 

tfeasures  to  solve  the  Lianchurian  incident. 

The  best  moans  to  solve  tho 'uanchurian  incident  would  be  to  recognize 
tho  present  situation  ol‘  i, Manchuria  on  its ‘way  of  daily  progress,  and  sot 

up  lucasuros  based  on  tho  status  quo. 

Winohoukuo  has  now  doolar:.d  her  willingness  of  fulfilling  all  tho 
duties  that  she  intorniitionnlly  owes  and  has  promissed  equal  opportunity 
and  opon  door  policy  to  the  world.  As  for  her  domestic  policy,  she  is  busily 


I 


rostoruUon  of  pooco  oad  ordo.'  and  in  ronovatlon  end  rondjuoi- 
...nt  oi  gonornl  ad-inistrntifo  -ttora.  Thua.  on  both  aatornnlly  and 
in’tornaliy,  aha  ia  aaaiduoual,  oxortlns  horaolf  to  aoduiro  auffiaiont 
fu..oti:n  and  atrondth  to'  bo  oallod  an  Indopondant  oountry.  Tho  nan  • :  ■ 
altuatloQ  ahiob  baa  appoarad  la  Manohuria  doaa  not  aaao  to  diaturljln 
any  any  tho  oaintonanaa  of  poaoo  in  tho  Eaat  or  tha  oalfaro  of  tha  human 
hind  of  tha  forld.  On  tho  contrary,  thi.  ia  tha  roaliaation  af  tho 
aapii-ationa  of  thirty  million  Manchurian  paoplo.  and  furthamaro, 
thoro  am  saod  raaaona  to  oxpact  political  acttlament  of  China  continent 

and  prmnotton  of  Baatarn  paaca  upon  thia  nou  aituation.  mtionally 

-a. a _ tivmot  and  hoiB  for  the  hoalthy 
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q,uo3tioa3  raised  by  f.jr.  Pfnzijr  Hunt,  spocial 
corrospondcnt  to  tho  Hourat  Intornational  press 
and  tho  Cosmopolitan,  and  tho  reprosontativc  of  tho 
National  Broadcaotina  Company,  and  unsv/ors  to  tho 


soma  by  ffar  Kiinist^r  Araki . 


Q*  If  all  tho  succossivo  cabinots  fail  to  save  the  situations,  peoplo 
will  ceme  to  regal'd  the.  f^asoist  Cabinet  to  bo  an  appropriate  and 
Justified  one,  i/liat  is  your  opinion  about  this? 

A*  .Yhon  ;7o  road  t..o  historj'  of  Japan,  \/o  knov/  that  Japan  indisorlmioatcly 
Importod  all  the  no\/  thought,  now  roligion  and  new  culture  of  Buddhism, 
Confucianisiii  and  Ciicistianity  but  our  ancestors  havo  succoedod  in 
aasticato  thorn,  digest  them  and  in  turning  thorn  into  blood  and  flesh 
to  nourish  us.  These  contributed  to  add  moro  glory  on  and  displ^ing 
tho  glorious  character  of  our  Bnpiro. 

pasoisn  which  appeared  in  Italy  v/as  a  product  of  specific  circunt-'r 
stances  of  that  country  in  which  Italian  race,  history  end  geography 
were  cembinod  togethor,  and  so  it  may  bo  udoroc  in  Italy  her 
country  pooplo  undor  tho  dictatorship  of  Ltr.  uussolini,  but  as  for 

I 

as  Japan  i^oacorned,  wo  havo  our  own  idoul,  tliat  is  •KODO"  of  IMoral 
codo  of  Imperial  japan*  and  it  would  be  a  very  superficial  viow  if 
any  ono  says  that  Japan  is  going  to  bo  a  country  of  that  principle  , 

Q'.,.  Hasn't  tho  Japenoso  arr.iy  tho  right  ol  aooolorating  and  inspiring  the 
building  of  now  japan  bused  on  tho  pure  Japanese  ideal? 


■^1 


Dof.  Doc. 

(NotO{  -  Question  moans  whether  tho  artsy  has  right  to  uae 

force  on  tho  mutter  -..'hich  it  bcUovea  to  bo  for  the 

sales  of  Japcti) 

It  U  not  tho  lornonnol  nlono.  hut  tho  »hol„  Japnneno  pooplo 

.,Uo  ohoulS  enhoavonr  to  roallto  tho  Ihoal  of  Jaianosc  Boplro. 

TOO  Japa,«;ao  in«r  ahoalU  not  dirootly  oonoorn  nith  tho  . 

polltloo.  boonuoo  Ita  Idool  i.  to  lot  no  niJoiulo  oxlat  la  tho 
oounto  ,  mrthcmoro.  tho  hnporlal  wpnnoo.  hw/  o-ntoa  and  tahoo 
notions  onl.-  nln,n  tho  ansnst  ortor  of  Ills  llajoaty  tho  Bnforor  1. 

giVen* 

4.  Yonr  «collo,w.  do  yon  not  consider  that  the  youns  non  of  tho  worU 
as  a  whole,  ax'o  nook-kneoe.  and  depraved  now? 
i.  I  oannot  say  anything  for  cortalr.  about  tho  youtho  of  tho  foreign 
countrlos,  but  no  far  ao  jniantso  am  oonoornod.  I  bitterly  fool 
tho  nooossit,  of  oultlyatl,«  in  then:  the  oplrlt  of  fortltndo  ond 
□anllnooo.  and  thlo  la  oxaotly  tho  lino  In  vfnloh  I  am  doing  nv  ntmnn 
to  pnan  fomorn.  Honoror.  I  W  any  thia  to  tho  orodit  of  tho 
,api.»so  youtho.  T.«  valor  ohovn  by  onl  yonn-;  aoldlorn  In  asnobnrla 
and  ShangUnl  Innldonts  n  real  nondor  north  nbllo  ad,alrlngi  Some 
of  tho  scoaoo  rovoalod  by  those  youths  '.mro  moro  inproooioiiaolo 
than  those  at  the  toX.w  of  Rueso-Japanesc-  mr. 

g  ns.  nttrlbntinn  tbil  to  the  fact  that  too  ocoallod  -tmo  oplrlt- 
of  a  japnnosc  begun  to  .ork  onddonl,  at  tha  opportuait.  of  tb*,.. 


inaidonts. 
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Q.  IP*.  Tlioodorc  Roosavolt  ono'^  said  that  &  .ar  \/gs  nccoosory  for  c 
nation  to  uphold  its  spirit  ^nd  soul.  V/hfit  do  you  think  of  this, 

'  yovir  Bxcolloncy? 

A.  An  nttcupt  of  a  v,ar  on  tha  part  of  a  nation  is  an  act  of  disvraoing 
tho  spirit  of  a'.7orc  and  should  bo  considered  a  oriuw  under  a.iy 
oircuostancos;  at  tho  sane  tiae,  it  would  also  bo  an  act  of  crLao  if 
a  nation  showed  too  strong  attachment  to  the  poeco.  Fooplo  must  have 
oiiough  courago  to  rosolutoly  carryout  tho  war  il  thoy  believed  that 
tho  war  .7as  to  tho  cause  of  justico.  I  call  this  tho  moral  duty 
chargor,  to  nation.  How  thon,  the  question  is  on  which  occasion 
doos  c  nation  need  to  fight.  Every  nation  has  tho  right  of  solf- 
proto-ction  and  autonemy.  Evary  nation  has  hor  or.n  cultural  and 
morel  mission  -  which  is  aptly  called  "soul  of  a  nation*-  by  Hr. 
Roosevelt,  and  se  whsti  her  autoncan,'  is  intorferod  with  a'ud  her 
indofunderre  is  imporiilod,  it  is  tho  moot  proper  morel  right  of  tho 
nation  to  a  war.  In  this  sanso,  I  can  saj'  that  ir.  Roosovolfo 

viov/  on  iVar  contains  much  trutu  in  it. 
ft.  DO  you  not  consider  that  th.  whelo  political  and  econo.aio  organizav  . 
Vions  of  the  werlu  have  failoO  and  disclosed  their  •woaknoss  and  that 
now  is  tho  timo  t.  ccmpletoly  r-%tablion  tnoso  organizations? 

A.  It  would  absolutely  bo  inpossiblo  at  ar<^  time  and  in  aqr  place  to 

establish  political  and  ocononic  organizations  satisfactory  to  all 

the  people,  but  I  trust  it  is  the  natural  duty  of  every  one  to  make 

his  steady  effort  towure  iinprovomont  of  political  and  oconaaical 

conditions  of  the  community  to  which  ho  belorigs. 
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